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According to a report released July 3 by the Service, Peace and Development Organization
(SEDEPAC), up to 300,000 Central American refugees are currently residing in Mexico City, and an
estimated 60 new refugees arrive in the capital on a daily basis. The majority of the refugees, said
the report, are natives of El Salvador (about 60%) and Guatemala, although significant numbers of
Nicaraguans and Hondurans have also sought refuge in Mexico. SEDEPAC is coordinating an aid
program for the refugees, consisting of health care, education and subsistence. The program is to
be financed by human rights and religious groups from Europe, the US and Canada, with support
by Mexican trade unions. SEDEPAC estimates of Central American refugees residing in Mexico
City coincide with figures reported by the UN High Commission on Refugees (UNHCR). Similar
statistics prepared by the Mexican government are much lower. Beginning on July 3 in Mexico
City, SEDEPAC sponsored a conference on the refugee problem, attended by representatives of
numerous national and international government and private institutions. An objective of the
conference was to persuade Mexican authorities of the seriousness of the problem, and thus, to
justify greater Mexican financial contributions. In a statement on the first day of the conference,
the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission (CDHG) declared that even top officials of President
Vinicio Cerezo's government admit that adequate security conditions do not yet exist in the country
to guarantee the safe return of Guatemalans to their homeland. According to CDHG chairman
Ronny Hoenes, Defense Minister Hector Gramajo's statements on "guerrilla infiltration" of the
refugees constitute a threat to refugees who may decide to return. The CDHG is headquartered in
Mexico City. Representatives of the Mexican Catholic Church, the Mexican Commission for Aid to
Refugees (COMAR), and several human rights groups expressed agreement with Hoenes that the
estimated 40,000 Guatemalan refugees residing in Mexico would not return to Guatemala in the
near future. Consequently, they argued, funding by international organizations to refugee camps
in southern Mexico must continue. According to COMAR, in 1987 only 673 refugees have returned
to Guatemala, while additional returns are not expected for the remainder of the year. A COMAR
spokesperson said that many of the refugees who left for Guatemala earlier this year have since
returned to Mexico. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 07/03/87, 07/04/87)
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